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The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 

Res. 71) was agreed to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 
The concurrent resolution, with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 71 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF THE ROTUNDA OF THE CAP-

ITOL FOR THE PRESENTATION OF 
THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

The rotunda of the United States Capitol is 
authorized to be used on April 23, 2008, for 
the presentation of the Congressional Gold 
Medal to Michael Ellis DeBakey, M.D. Phys-
ical preparations for the conduct of the cere-
mony shall be carried out in accordance with 
such conditions as may be prescribed by the 
Architect of the Capitol. 

f 

CONGRATULATING X PRIZE 
FOUNDATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
486. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 486) congratulating 

the X PRIZE Foundation for their efforts to 
inspire a new generation of viable, super-effi-
cient vehicles that could help break the ad-
diction of the United States to oil and stem 
the effects of climate change through the 
Automotive X PRIZE competition. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to submit today, on behalf of 
Senator LUGAR, Senator STABENOW, 
Senator DOMENICI and others, a resolu-
tion recognizing an exciting private- 
sector effort to encourage break-
through technology in fuel economy. 
This effort, patterned on the Ansari X- 
prize competition that led to the devel-
opment of spacecraft that is likely to 
make commercial space travel a re-
ality, seeks to apply the same competi-
tive spirit among the best minds in the 
United States to the pernicious prob-
lem of our outsized dependence on for-
eign oil. 

The competition will launch at the 
upcoming New York Auto Show and 
sets an ambitious goal for claiming the 
prize; the winning entrant must 
produce a commercially viable vehicle 
that gets at least 100 miles per gallon 
fuel efficiency over a series of road 
trials meant to simulate real world 
driving conditions. It should be an ex-
citing competition, and it is certainly 
a worthy goal. I wish them the best of 
luck and look forward to seeing the in-
novations they inspire. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution and preamble be 
agreed to, en bloc, and the motions to 
reconsider be laid on the table, and any 
statements be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 486) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. RES. 486 

Whereas the United States is heavily de-
pendent on foreign sources of oil that are 
concentrated in tumultuous countries and 
regions; 

Whereas the national security and eco-
nomic prosperity of the United States de-
mand that the United States moves toward a 
sustainable energy future; 

Whereas the ability of foreign governments 
to assert great control over oil production 
allows unfriendly regimes to use energy ex-
ports as leverage against the United States 
and allies of the United States; 

Whereas continued reliance on the use of 
greenhouse gas intensive-fuel may have sig-
nificant economic and political impacts as 
the effects of global climate change take 
hold; 

Whereas the transportation sector is heav-
ily dependent on oil, which makes the people 
of the United States vulnerable to oil price 
fluctuation and is a major source of green-
house gas emissions; 

Whereas many promising technologies 
exist that could lead to a breakthrough vehi-
cle that will meet the need for sustainable 
transportation; 

Whereas breakthroughs are often achieved 
by the free market fueling the entrepre-
neurial spirit of inventors and investors; 

Whereas the Automotive X PRIZE is a pri-
vate, independent, technology-neutral com-
petition being developed by the X PRIZE 
Foundation to inspire a new generation of 
viable, super-efficient vehicles that could 
help break the addiction of the United States 
to oil and stem the effects of climate change; 
and 

Whereas the Automotive X PRIZE will 
award a multi-million dollar purse to teams 
that can design, build, and demonstrate pro-
duction-capable vehicles that achieve 100 
miles per gallon of fuel or an equivalent: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that the Senate— 

(1) commends the leadership of the X 
PRIZE Foundation for their efforts to in-
spire a new generation of viable, super-effi-
cient vehicles that could help break the ad-
diction of the United States to oil and stem 
the effects of climate change through the 
Automotive X PRIZE competition; 

(2) congratulates the X PRIZE Foundation 
on the innovation and vision of the Founda-
tion to bring together some of the finest 
minds in government, nongovernment, insti-
tutions of higher education, and industry to 
advise and participate in the Automotive X 
PRIZE competition; and 

(3) applauds the ongoing commitment of 
the X PRIZE Foundation for encouraging so-
lutions to some of greatest challenges facing 
humanity, as exemplified in the Automotive 
X PRIZE. 

f 

NATIONAL REHABILITATION 
COUNSELORS APPRECIATION DAY 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
487. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 487) designating 

March 22, 2008, as National Rehabilitation 
Counselors Appreciation Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and the motions 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 487) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 487 

Whereas rehabilitation counselors conduct 
assessments, provide counseling, support to 
families, and plan and implement rehabilita-
tion programs for those in need; 

Whereas the purpose of the professional or-
ganizations in rehabilitation is to promote 
the improvement of rehabilitation services 
available to persons with disabilities 
through quality education and rehabilitation 
research for counselors; 

Whereas the various professional organiza-
tions, including the National Rehabilitation 
Association (NRA), Rehabilitation Coun-
selors and Educators Association (RCEA), 
the National Council on Rehabilitation Edu-
cation (NCRE), the National Rehabilitation 
Counseling Association (NRCA), the Amer-
ican Rehabilitation Counseling Association 
(ARCA), the Commission on Rehabilitation 
Counselor Certification (CRCC), the Council 
of State Administrators of Vocational Reha-
bilitation (CSAVR), and the Council on Re-
habilitation Education (CORE) have stood 
firm to advocate up-to-date education and 
training and the maintenance of professional 
standards in the field of rehabilitation coun-
seling and education; 

Whereas on March 22, 1983, Martha Walker 
of Kent State University, who was President 
of the NCRE, testified before the Sub-
committee on Select Education of the House 
of Representatives, and was instrumental in 
bringing to the attention of Congress the 
need for rehabilitation counselors to be 
qualified; and 

Whereas the efforts of Martha Walker led 
to the enactment of laws that now require 
rehabilitation counselors to have proper cre-
dentials in order to provide a higher level of 
quality service to those in need: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 22, 2008, as National 

Rehabilitation Counselors Appreciation Day; 
and 

(2) commends all of the hard work and 
dedication that rehabilitation counselors 
provide to individuals in need and the nu-
merous efforts that the multiple professional 
organizations have made to assisting those 
who require rehabilitation. 

f 

NATIONAL SAFE PLACE WEEK 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to S. Res. 488. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 488) designating the 

week beginning March 16, 2008 as ‘‘National 
Safe Place Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid on the table, and 
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